20th Rye Island Crayons 2019

The Transcontinental Competition of Young Artists

Messages of love, happiness and hope that the waiting is over –

· the world is already becoming a better place
1996 – 2019

We invite You to witness a firework of colour and joy

Originally a nationwide competition / already from 1996 /

Today a meeting place of children from Europe and Asia!

By the end of January that marked the deadline of the 20th Annual Rye Island Crayons, we received 2,278 pictures from numerous countries: Poland, Serbia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Bulgaria, Russia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Estonia, France, Croatia, even Hong Kong and Bangladesh!!! And, naturally, from all over Slovakia, too. 

All the winners have been invited to join the great celebration of little artists on 14 June 2019 in Dunajská Streda. In previous years, we have welcome children with their parents and teachers from Serbia, the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary. We have even had visitors from Russia and Belarus, as well as two young families from as far as Hong Kong!!!

The professional jury consisting of international judges worked under the guidance of PhDr. Bohumír Bachratý, CSc. and selected with great care and difficulty 60 equal winners – a hundred would have been too few. And also, 215 pictures altogether, which will be exhibited in the gallery of the Rye Island Museum and in Gallery Nova in Dunajská Streda.
The vernissage will be accompanied by a nice programme and appealing colourful decorations. We will have the honour to welcome the renowned mime artist and friend of children, Mr.Adrián Ohrádka

The exclusive accompanying colour catalogue in three languages (Slovak, Hungarian and English) deserves to be mentioned here – it consists of almost a hundred pages – all the winning artworks are published in it. The winners will receive stylish certificates, a ceramic crayon medal designed by the artist István Alföldi, and they will be provided with refreshment famous artists would be delighted to receive.
The beautiful presents can be handed over to our little artists thanks to our sponsors from Dunajská Streda and its district, as well as the Trnava Self-Governing Region. The children will receive these special gifts from the hands of distinguished personalities renowned in the region’s social and cultural life.

The main organizer – the Rye Island Enlightenment Centre, as well as organizer the Trnava Self-Governing Region – have been receiving supportive and encouraging feedback from the parents and teachers. It seems, according to their opinions and reactions, that such a valuable  event is probably not organized anywhere else in Europe. Parents from Hong Kong have said the same thing regarding their region back home. 

The event has been supported for the first time using public funding by the Slovak Arts Council.
Throughout the twenty years of the competition, a total of almost 35,000 children from twenty countries have participated.
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The vernissage has been attended by families from Central Europe and also Serbia, Bulgaria, Russia, Belarus, Germany, as well as Hong Kong!
This year, participation has been confirmed by families from Estonia, Bulgaria, Hong Kong and Bangladesh. They will come to our country especially to be present at the awarding ceremony and the exhibition vernissage; they finance all costs, travel expenses and accomodation, themselves.
During the year, the exhibition travels to various towns in Slovakia. Every year, the Hungarian City of Győr hosts the exhibition, too – in three different places – followed by eager attention of the media, the regions‘ representatives and the public. The exhibition has also been to the Austrian capital, Vienna.

Let us hope that this year’s celebration of bright colours and happy pictures fills the beholder’s heart with joy. Only a couple more days...
Come, see for yourselves. Spread the good news of our children’s happiness and joy into the world. All the world’s children are ours.
